Landlord-Tenant Checklist

The most common landlord-tenant problems brought to the Fair Housing Center can be avoided or more easily resolved if
you do the following.

[] Get a copy of your lease at the time you sign it. If the landlord does not want you to have a copy of the lease, it is a
sign of problems to come.

[ If you have an oral lease, either party can cancel the arrangement with written notice given at least 30 days before your
next rental due date. Rent is always due on the first unless you have otherwise agreed, even if the landlord gives you a 3
or 5 day grace period before late fees.

[J If you have a written lease, safeguard your copy. This is a binding contract that spells out your obligation to the land-
lord and the landlord’s obligations to you. Read your lease and understand it, or ask any questions you have before you
sign it.

[ Inspect the apartment before signing the lease or giving the landlord a deposit. Make sure the electrical outlets, faucets,
and toilets work properly, the locks are in working order, etc. Do not assume repairs will be made after you sign the lease.
Sign the lease after the repairs are made, or after you have a list of the needed repairs and when they will be fixed signed
by the landlord.

[J Before moving in, make a record of the apartment condition and ask your landlord to sign it. Keep your copy and when
you move out, go through the apartment with the landlord and have him note the conditions in the apartment and sign your
checklist again. Nebraska Legal Aid has a housing handbook containing a form you can use for this purpose. The hand-
book is available through the Fair Housing Center website.

[J If your landlord will not sign the checklist, it is a sign of bad things to come. If you decide to move in anyway, fill it
out and take photos of the apartment before you move in. If your camera does not imprint the date & time, sign and date
the back of each photo. When you move out, take photos again, as noted above. This is your evidence if the landlord
makes a false claim for damages and refuses to return your security deposit.

[ Verbal arrangements do not override different terms in a written lease. If you talk to your landlord about a problem,
keep a record the date, time, content of the conversation and to whom you talked.

[1 Never pay in cash without getting a written receipt right when you pay. Some landlords promise to send receipts for
cash but do not. If taken to court under these conditions, you will have no proof that you paid rent. If you do not have a
checking account, buy a money order. Always keep your rent receipts or money order records in a safe place.

[ Never sign a “rent to own” contract without having an attorney review it. Most of these arrangements are scams.

Know your rights! If you have problems with your housing and need help, call us.

Fair Housing Center of NE-IA ¢ 2401 Lake Street « Omaha, NE 68111
(a program of Family Housing Advisory Service, Inc)
1-800-669-32347 (statewide) or 934-6675 (Omaha)
http://www.thasinc.org/fair.htm



