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WASTEWATER EXPERTS WORK TO RESOLVE ODOR ISSUES 
Impacted Residents Remain Displaced from Homes

SOUTH SIOUX CITY, Nebraska – (November 14, 2016) – South Sioux City officials and representatives from Big Ox Energy continue to offer ways to offset daily costs of displaced residents from a five-block vicinity of Red Bird Lane to Lemasa Drive to from 39th and 32nd streets. Intense Hydrogen Sulfide gas odors coming from shared residential sewer lines with an industrial sewer line caused several residents in this area to leave their homes approximately two weeks ago.

“We are systematically working through a list of action steps to resolve the odor issue, while actively addressing the needs of our displaced residents,” explained Mayor Rod Koch. “It’s a fluid decision-making process from every angle.”

Big Ox Energy’s wastewater discharge remains offline. Wastewater from businesses located in the Roth Industrial Park has been going to the Sioux City Wastewater Treatment Facility, as it did before Big Ox opened.

The City continues its process of isolating the impacted residential area from the industrial sewer line. Steps have included:  Installing a sewer plug west of G Street to seal off homes in the Red Bird Lane area. The sewage in this area is now flowing north as it did before 2007. In addition, a sewer gas trap has been installed in the line from Red Bird Lane to the main line on E39th Street, and at Lemasa and Park Place. This will keep gas from traveling from the industrial line to the residential area. Special sewer valves are ordered for additional isolation precautions and are expected to arrive the week of November 21.

Meanwhile, Big Ox and the city of South Sioux City are working collaboratively for a permanent solution to isolate industrial waste from the residential area. This will include a separate force main that will carry waste water from the industrial operations directly to the Bennet Lift station, 
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keeping it separate from residential areas. Nebraska IDEQ has been notified of the proposed new sewer and will approve the design quickly. The city of South Sioux city will build and maintain the new line and Big Ox has agreed to provide funding for the addition.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“This is a different direction than we discussed last Monday and is an example of what I mean when decisions are fluid,” explained Mayor Koch. “Once we shared our plan to separate residential from industrial sewer lines, Big Ox stepped forward to contribute technical resources and share the funding of a new force main sewer to manage the waste water from Roth Industrial Park and their operation.”  The Mayor added that survey crews began field work Thursday and design of the new line is underway. The new sewer line is a 16-inch force main and large enough to handle almost two times the current flow.

Odor continues to linger in the homes of the impacted area. Big Ox has offered residents displaced from their homes an opportunity to have their homes inspected by a licensed plumber. To date, six homeowners have made the request. The City has secured a registered health professional licensed to test homes for Hydrogen Sulfide gas to test homes. Approximately 12 homeowners have made the request.

ACS, an independent sampling company, has been sampling sewage in four locations since the beginning of last week. That data will be shared this week. Three additional sampling sites will be added this week that include an area close to the middle School E. 39th Street and on Dakota south of Highway 20.

“We are communicating daily with the displaced residents via a written update that is in English and Spanish, and we were available at the Marina Inn each night last week,” said Bob Livermore, South Sioux City Public Works Director. “We will continue to work with displaced residents until we can get them back home.”

Residents in the impacted area are encouraged to call city hall to get on the lists for plumbing and hydrogen sulfide gas testing. They can contact Carolyn Geschke at either cgeschke@southsiouxcity.org or 402-494-8166 for more information.
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