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Paramedic Fire Captain Jay Mathis was awarded the Friends of Children Award 2018 from the Nebraska School Nurse Association. This prestigious award is given to those individuals to recognize outstanding leadership
and contributions to programs or the school community that positively influence the health of Nebraska school children. South Sioux School Nurse Judi
Neswick nominated Captain Mathis who put together a Stop-the-Bleed Program and took the instructional information to the South Sioux School District. Other fire department personnel were also trained and assisted to instructing educators and administrative staff in recognizing bleeding emergencies and initiating immediate intervention prior to ambulance arrival. With
other fire department members,
Captain Mathis was able to secure
funding to pay for the needed
emergency kits for each school.
Pictured, L to R: Paramedic Fire
Captain Jay Mathis, Firefighter/
EMT Kevin Ott, Firefighter/EMT
Brandon McCune, Paramedic Fire
Captain Payne Allen.
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State Forester’s Award
John A. Erixson director of the Nebraska Forest Service presented
Gene Maffit parks director the 2018
State Forester’s Award for his commitment to enhance Nebraska's forest resources.

New Councilmen

City offices will be closed on
Monday September 3rd in observance of Labor Day

AUGUST PUBLIC MEETINGS
City Hall Council Chambers– 1615 1st Avenue
City Council Meeting*:
13th & 27th at 5:00 p.m.
Community Development Agency:
9th & 23rd at 11:00 a.m.
Finance Committee*:
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th at Noon
Public Works Committee*:
6th & 20th at 5:00 p.m.
Design Commission:
2nd & 16th at 8:30 a.m.
Planning & Zoning Commission:
8th & 22nd at 4:00 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Office – 1021 E 6th Street
Parks & Recreation Board:
6th at 5:15 p.m.
South Sioux City Library – 2121 Dakota Avenue
Library Board:
1st at 5:30 p.m.
*Meetings are Broadcast Live on Cable One Channel 57
Long Lines Channel 3 and live video streamed on city
website www.southsiouxcity.org

Greetings from city hall everyone. Summer is in full force, the weather is very hot, the days are long and you can
almost sit and watch the corn grow. At city hall, budget meetings have begun for 2018/2019 as Department Heads
review their current budgets, while evaluating their needs for next year. As always, led by the Finance Committee,
there will be a very conservative approach to spending during this process.
As the 4th of July has come and gone for another year, I think it’s a good time to think about what that holiday
actually means. I’m not an avid reader, but I like to think that I am. I buy a book that looks very interesting, sit it
on my nightstand, then look at it, without reading it, every night for 2 or 3 months, then it disappears as my wife
puts it away. However, I recently read a book describing the challenges our forefathers faced when founding our
country and all I can say is, they were amazing. The courage and fortitude it took to rise up against England in order to be free, was truly amazing. Don’t ever underestimate the bravery of our forefathers, they faced certain death
if captured. They stared down the world’s strongest army and navy and succeeded.
They are truly all of our “forefathers “. Without them, this country doesn’t exist, the idea of total freedom became
a reality and not just a dream. Every American enjoys many freedoms which are only a dream in so many other
countries. Every one of us should be thankful. No, we are not perfect, we argue, we disagree, we fight, but we are
all Americans who enjoy the freedoms given to us by our forefathers and sustained through our military.
I believe there are many elements at work in our country today that thrive on pointing out our differences. Encouraging people to be judgmental towards those who disagree with their opinion or who look different then they do.
At the end of the day, I can assure you, we all are a lot more a like then we are different, its not even close.
I’ve lived in SSC almost my entire life. Since being on the City Council and now Mayor, I have had the privilege
of meeting people new to our city, state and country. I also had the privilege of speaking with citizens who have
been long time residents and residents who have returned to SSC. I’ve observed some negativity about our country, our city and certain groups of people. I’ve also seen people trying to be open minded and accepting, on both
sides.
The 4th of July is a reminder to me that we have been so truly blessed to live in the greatest country on the face of
the earth. It was a hard fought battle by some very ordinary people, but people that had a vision and passion about
how freedom should look. Our country will always be a work in progress and an example to the rest of the world,
it’s who we are. Our city is a microcosm of the country, there may be some things we think could be better, but in
the end, we are all blessed to live here.
That’s all I have for now. The Council and I are so glad you have chosen to live in SSC. We will continue to work
hard to make our city the best it can be. Don’t forget to drop by your City Hall to say hello or to bring an idea, you
are always welcome.
See you soon.
Mayor Rod Koch

Volunteer of the month is Ed & Mary Wiltgen
Ed was born and raised in Sioux City, Iowa; graduated from Bishop Heelan HS and Briar Cliff University for
which he was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame. Following graduation from BC, Ed worked as an assistant
superintendent for Memorial Park Cemetery.
Mary was born in Murfreesboro, Tennessee and raised on a farm south of Nashville, Tennessee. Received her AA
degree from Martin Methodist College in Pulaski, Tennessee then transferred to Morningside College. Returned to
Sioux City following graduation and worked as a secretary for Snelling and Snelling and Lutheran Social Service.

Community Involvement:
Ed started volunteer work with the NAIA Girls Basketball Tournament from its appearance in Sioux City to the
present and most recently, the National Volleyball Tournament, arranging for practice gyms to organizing volunteers. He helps get the facility set up for each tournament. Currently serves on the Steering Committee for St. Michael’s Catholic Church and helps with its various endeavors
Mary’s involvement has been:
Hosts a weekly Bible study group
Member and past president of WOW Extension Club
Member and past president and currently an officer of Chapter GX, PEO
Member and in charge of Yard of the Month for South Sioux City Chamberettes
Member and currently president of the SSC Morning Optimist Club
Currently president of the Steering Committee for St. Michael’s Catholic Church
Has served with Cardinal Baskets since 2011, arranging for delivery of the baskets each year
Graduate of Leadership Dakota County 2011-12
Ed and Mary have been blessed with four children and four grandchildren. Ed’s main hobby is golf and Mary’s is
quilting and reading. They both have loved following their children’s and grandchildren’s activities and being a
part of the South Sioux City Community for 40+ years.
Thank you for all your hard work!

ReTree South Sioux City Receives Landscape Funds
With funding from the Greener Towns and Community as Habitat programs, South Sioux City was able to
plant trees in the community. This was one of 50 projects in the state to receive funding aimed at improving green
infrastructure for pollinator habitat, managing stormwater or accomplishing other economic, environmental, aesthetic and social goals.
Gene Maffit applied for the funds and coordinated the project. The Greener Towns program provided
$9,399 in funding that was matched by community effort. The final value of the project was $18,799.
The Greener Towns and Community as
Habitat programs are coordinated by the Nebraska
Statewide Arboretum and funded by the Nebraska
Environmental Trust, a beneficiary of the Nebraska
Lottery.
For more information about this or future
funding assistance, go to http://plantnebraska.org/
community-landscapes/project-funding/greenertowns.html or contact Rachel Anderson at randerson@unl.edu.
From left to right: Rachel Anderson, Ron
Macomber, Gene Maffit, and Christina Hoyt.

Keep Grass Out Of Our Streets

Dumping grease and oil down the drain

Please call the public works office at 4948166 first when you suspect a sewer back up it
maybe the city line.
City Backflow crew requests that you promptly return backflow surveys to public works or city hall.
There are several best management practices recommended for homeowners to help keep grass from
clogging storm drains and preventing other environmental issues:

Is it proper to dispose your cooking grease and
oil down your drain or in the garbage disposal? NO,
that would be a big NO! There are very few food
items that are more difficult for the system to handle
than grease. Grease comes from deep fat fryers, bacon, cooking, chicken grease, just about any meat that
you cook.
Pouring or dumping grease down drains can
cause issues for yourself by plugging your line out to
the main trunk sewer. It can also build up in the city’s
lines and cause major back up into people’s basements, which is just a situation everyone hates. Also
wastewater treatment plants do not handle grease well.
It collects into large clumps and can actually cause
equipment and process problems.
So what do I do with it? Dump it into the
drain- NO, please NO. There are a couple options.
Some restaurants will accept grease from residents if
you ask them. They should have a container for their
grease. Another way is when it is cooled, put into a
jar with a lid or something similar that can be sealed
and freeze it. It can be used later for cooking. For
grease that is not suitable for reuse, again after it is
cooled, it can be placed in a sealable container/bottle
and placed into the garbage. Make sure it stays sealed
for the whole trip to the landfill.
Taking a few simple steps will cut down on
the number and severity of sewer problems in our city.
It all helps. Thank you

When mowing, direct grass clippings away from
streets, driveways, sidewalks and other paved areas.
Leave grass clippings on the lawn. (Grass clippings are composed of nearly 85% water)
Lawns mowed at taller heights are more competitive against weeds, and tend to withstand heat
stress better.
By leaving grass clippings on the lawn, you can
reduce fertilizer 30 to 40%. (Leaving clippings in
place leaves the equivalent of one pound of nitrogen per 1,000 sq. ft., the same amount you would
get from one fertilizer application.)
If you must remove your clippings, compost them
with leaves and soil. By following these simple
suggestions, you are not only saving yourself
money and helping the environment; you are becoming a little greener in the process.

New City Councilman Jose “Lupe” Gonzalez
Lupe and his wife, Denise, have been married for twenty-three years. They have four children, Maria,
Aaron, Alyssa, and Isaac which three of them have attended school and graduated from the South Sioux City
Schools. Lupe and his family have owned and operated Mi Familia’ Restaurant on Dakota Avenue for the last five years.
Lupe moved to Siouxland area over 23 years ago. He attended
Mission Community College in California and Northeast Nebraska Community College where he studied criminal justice and currently works
with at-risk-youth in the greater Siouxland area.
Lupe also serves as the head coach for the South Sioux City High
School’s Boys’ Soccer team and founded the South Sioux City Diablos
soccer teams that involves about 300 players who are aged six to eighteen
since 1999.
The following is a statement from Jose “Lupe” Gonzalez,
“I believe it is important to find or develop programs which aim to keep
our young people in the community by making available education, training, and jobs. I want to do what I can
to make South Sioux City an even better place to live.

