Small Great Things @ the Library
The Library will be
closed on Monday,
February 18th for
President’s Day.

FEBRUARY 2019

Jodee Lewis will perform a concert of music on Monday, February 11th at 7:00 p.m. As the music coming out of Nashville
edges ever closer to the pop genre, it’s up to artists like Jodee
Lewis to carry the torch of traditional country.

Though a Chicago native for nearly two decades now, she was
raised in Osceola – a town of 800 people in the Missouri
Ozarks. Her childhood home was down a seCover to Cover book club will discuss the novel Small Great cluded dirt track, set amongst 190 acres of
woodland, where Dolly Parton, Waylon
Things by Jodi Picoult on February 11th
Jennings and EmmyLou Harris were fixtures on
and 25th at 3:00 p.m. In this book, "A
the radio. Her granddad, himself a guitarist in a
woman and her husband admitted to a
band, also played his part by introducing her to
hospital to have a baby requests that
the artists that he loved, such as Earl Scruggs
their nurse be reassigned - they are white
and Lefty Frizzell. These country, honky-tonk and Americana
supremacists and don't want Ruth, who
roots still shine through in her own music.
is black, to touch their baby. The hospital
complies, but the baby later goes into
Recently, Lewis has dug ever deeper, incorporating influences
cardiac distress when Ruth is on duty.
like Ray Price and Merle Haggard into her sound. It’s all there
She hesitates before rushing in to perform CPR. When her
on Buzzard’s Bluff, her second alindecision ends in tragedy, Ruth finds herself on trial, reprebum, and the follow-up to her debut,
sented by a white public defender who warns against bringing
Whiskey Halo. Named after a real
race into a courtroom. As the two come to develop a truer
bluff near where she grew up, Buzunderstanding of each other's lives, they begin to doubt the
zard’s Bluff is a fitting landscape for
beliefs they each hold most dear"-- Provided by publisher.
Lewis’ songs of searching selfreflection. By looking back on a childFamily Movies: We show G and PG movies each Monday at
hood where minding your own busi4:00 p.m. and Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
ness was prized above all else she hopes to navigate the diffiThe House with a Clock in the Walls (2/2, 2/4) This magical
culties of being an adult, wife and parent. Returning to this
adventure tells the spine-tingling tale of 10-year-old Lewis,
place has also meant dealing with the tragic loss of her second
who goes to live with his uncle in a creaky old house with a
child, Luke, which has had a very significant effect on her life
mysterious tick-tocking heart. But his new town's sleepy faand music.
çade jolts to life with a secret world of warlocks and witches.
On the album’s title track Lewis sings “there ain’t nobody
Based on the beloved children's classic book.
gonna run in here and save me.” And though the album exA Wrinkle in Time (2/11, 2/16) Thirteen-year-old Meg Murry,
plores the darkness and sometimes devastating realities of
her little brother Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin are
life, there are hints of faith, hope and love sprinkled throughguided by unearthly strangers as they go on a journey through
out.
space and time to search for Meg's and Charles' scientist father who disappeared while experimenting with a new form Cookbook Book Club cooks with cherries on Thursday, February 14tj at 6:30 p.m. From pies to salads, the Cookbook Book
of space travel.
Club will be cooking with cherries. Bring your dish, recipe,
Captain Underpants: The First Epic Movie (2/23) Two overly
and ingredient list to participate.
imaginative pranksters named George and Harold, hypnotize
their principal into thinking he's a ridiculously enthusiastic, Moving Past Ramen is held on February 16th at 2:30 p.m.
incredibly dimwitted superhero named Captain Underpants.
Folding Flowers for Love: Folding flowers using Origami, and
Christopher Robin (2/25) The young boy, who loved taking kirigami techinques. We will be making a new flower each
adventures in the Hundred Acre Wood with a gang of spirited night and allowing time to practice the craft several times. On
and loveable stuffed animals, has grown up and lost his way. Valentine's day, we will be showing how to make one last
Now it is up to his childhood friends to venture into that world flower and how to combine them into a bouquet. The class is
and help Christopher Robin remember the loving and playful held on February 11-14 at 5:30 p.m.
boy who is still inside.
Tangled Yarns meet each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.

Upcoming Tests Provide Opportunities for Students to
Show What They Know
Over the next few weeks, South Sioux City students will take several important tests which are required by the Nebraska Department of Education. The school district uses a balanced assessment
system which includes a variety of ways to measure student achievement and these tests are just
one component of that balanced assessment system. There are several ways that parents and families can help students to do their best on tests:






Regular school attendance. Students miss out on important instruction when they are not
in class and if students are absent on test days, they may have to miss more class to
make up the tests.
Express your confidence in your child’s ability to do well on the tests. Students work hard
every day in school and these tests are just one opportunity for them to show what they
know.

Recycling New Year Resolutions
We all know about recycling into our city bins. But another forgotten part of
recycling is reducing. So here is a suggestion for a New Year’s resolution.
Get away from Single-Use Plastics. Make a commitment to refuse single-use
plastics. Common ones that are used-drinking straws, bags, utensils and water bottles. There are convenient reliable ways to reduce the majorly of them.
Put together your own little “zero waste kit” that has reusable containers,
straws, shopping bags, and cups. Then the idea would be to use them at
home, work, or when you travel. This is an alternative that can’t be beat.
Remember to just refuse single-use materials!

●

LEC Pink Patch Project

●

Trees Along the
Streets

City of South Sioux City Public Works

●

New Child Restraint
Requirements

Encourage your child to be well-rested and to eat a healthy breakfast on each day of testing.

●

Carbon Monoxide
Detectors

Each test has a window with specific dates for each building determined by your child’s principal. For
more information, please contact your child’s school. The tests and windows are:


English Language Proficiency Assessment for the 21st Century (ELPA21). This test is administered to all currently identified English Learners in grades K-12 and measures their
progress in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening. The testing window runs from February 4th through March 15, 2019.



Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS)Reading and Math tests are
administered to all students in Grades 3 through 8 and Science tests are administered to
students in Grades 5 and 8. The testing window runs from March 18 through April 26,
2019.



The ACT will be administered to all 11th grade students on April 11th. This test, in addition
to being the Nebraska state test for 11th graders, also helps to determine college admissions and scholarship awards. Students who do well on the ACT can earn thousands of
dollars in college scholarships so doing their best is important for all students.

Welcome Josiah Boneschans, our new city
employee
He was born and raised in South Sioux City and
started as a finance intern this past summer while
finishing his finance degree from Wayne State
College in December. This is what Josiah said “I
look forward to working alongside Nanci
Walsh and the entire city as I start my journey as
Deputy Treasurer.”

City offices will be closed on
February 18th, 2019 in observance of Presidents’ Day

FEBRUARY PUBLIC MEETINGS
City Hall Council Chambers– 1615 1st Avenue
City Council Meeting*:
11th & 25th at 5:00 p.m.
Community Development Agency:
14th & 28th at 11:00 a.m.
Finance Committee*:
6th, 13th, 20th & 27th at Noon
Public Works Committee*:
4th & 19th at 5:00p.m.
Design Commission:
7th & 21st at 8:30 a.m.
Planning & Zoning Commission:
6th & 20th at 4:00 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Office – 1021 E 6th Street
Parks & Recreation Board:
4th at 5:15 p.m.
South Sioux City Library – 2121 Dakota Avenue
Library Board:
6th at 5:30 p.m.
*Meetings are Broadcast Live on Cable One Channel 57
Long Lines Channel 3 and live video streamed on city
website www.southsiouxcity.org

Volunteers of the Month – Ball Fields at Klasey Park

Questions on Caring for Your Trees along the streets
South Sioux City has been a Tree City award winner for over 25 years. This is in part due to our
attitude toward the care and maintenance of the urban forest in our city.
The city has over the years passed many laws pertaining to trees in our city. This article is only referring to
trees in the parking along your property and all trees in the parking area are property of the home owner. Most
of our laws are for public safety stating things like:
Every owner of any tree overhanging any street or right-of-way within the city shall properly prune or have
properly pruned the branches of such tree so that the branches shall not severely obstruct the light from any
streetlamp or obstruct the view of any street intersection. There shall be a clearance standard space of 13 feet
above any highway or street surface and eight feet above any sidewalk surface this is 100% homeowner responsibility to trim not the cities. If the city deems your tree or shrub needs trimmed due to obstructing street
lighting, street signs or interferes with the proper visibility of any traffic regulatory signal or sign or sight triangle at any intersection. , our Public Works Department will be forced to trim back said tree or shrub.
We also have permits for removing or planting trees in the right-of -way along our streets. These are issued
by our Public Works Department and are reviewed by our Street Superintendent. We do recognize the benefits
that our street trees provide us.

Left to right, Mayor Rod Koch presented the Volunteers of the Month, Scott Love, Connor Love, Mike Matney,
Jasper Kriens, and Tony Voss with special designed mugs on behalf of the City of South Sioux City in appreciation for all that they do for the community on Jan 14th, 2019.
This project started beginning of August with the vision of updating the two baseball fields.
With all the history of these ball fields and out of town teams coming to play here. Something needed to be done
to keep pace with other towns baseball fields in Nebraska. Voss Field needed to be handicap accessible first and
foremost. As of today 115 yards of concrete have been poured to make sure this was done and accessible for everyone. Multiple projects are completed with the help of over 700 volunteer hours.
We also would like to thank the following people for their involvement:
Cassie Kemper
Kevin Ott
Mike Robinette and H&R Construction
Legion Baseball Players
Convention & Visitors Bureau
The South Sioux City Police Dept participated in two worthy fund raising
events recently. First, back in October you might remember that members of the
police dept donned pink dept patches on their uniforms in support of raising cancer
awareness. The Pink Patch Project is an innovative public awareness campaign designed to bring attention to the fight against breast cancer and to support breast
cancer research organizations in combating this devastating disease. The South
Sioux City Police Officer’s Association then sold these same patches worn by the officers as well as selling t-shirts and pins to the public to help raise money.
The second check was for No Shave November and December. Officers donated individually to grow out beards, or facial hair of their choosing, for the two
months. Normally only mustaches are allowed per department policy. Officers
who wish to grow out facial hair donate a set amount and that number is matched
by their union.
Krista McCullough, Interim Director and Sherri Rossiter, Executive Assistant, for the June E. Nylen Cancer Center received the donations; funds will be
used in the patient assistance found.

Below are a few facts to help validate the importance of urban trees.
Visual Appeal
Few things can compare with the aesthetic impact and seasonal interest that trees offer the urban setting. They
provide huge visual appeal to any area and can significantly enhance the design of a streetscape.
Air Quality
For every 10% increase in urban tree canopy, ozone is reduced by 3-7%.
Trees are also proven to remove carbon from the air, getting absorbed and stored as cellulose in their trunks,
branches, and leaves (a process known as sequestration). Planting trees remains one of the most cost-effective
ways of drawing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. A single mature tree can absorb CO2 at a rate of 21.6 KG/
year and release enough oxygen back into the atmosphere to support 2 humans - those are numbers to be paid attention to.
Research has also shown a 60% reduction in particulates from car exhaust fumes on streets lined with trees.
Health & Well-Being
Trees have also been proven to have a positive impact on skin cancer, asthma, hypertension, and other stress related illness by filtering out polluted air, reducing smog formation, providing shade from solar radiation
Cost Savings
For every $1 spent on trees, a return of $2.70 in benefits is received; according to the United States Forest Service.
Managing Storm water
For every 5% of tree cover in a community, storm water runoff is reduced by 2%. Trees prevent storm water runoff from reaching water courses with harmful chemicals collected from roads and sidewalks.
Property Values
Independent studies have shown a consistent 5-15% increase in property values on tree lined streets, proving that
trees increase commercial and residential real estate values.
Crime Reduction
Researchers have discovered reductions in both violent and petty crime, including domestic violence through the
therapeutic, calming influence of mature tree planting.
Cooling Effects
Trees reduce temperatures by shade and transpiring water. This helps reduce air conditioning bills and energy use.
Studies have even proven that one mature tree can produce the same cooling effect as 10 room-sized air conditioners. This becomes an effective tool in reducing urban heat islands and hot spots in cities.
Trees can also save up to 10% of local energy consumption through their moderation of the local climate.
With all of this information it is important to maintain all of our trees. If we work together we can get South Sioux
City to have a more vibrant healthier urban forest.

Beginning January 1, 2019, a new Child Restraint Requirement law will go into effect. The
law change requires that:
1. All infants and toddlers ride in rear-facing car seats until the age of two or until they
reach the upper weight or height limit specified by the car seat’s manufacturer
2. All children up to age eight must ride correctly secured in a federally approved child
safety seat/belt positioning booster.
3. Children up to age eight must ride in the back seat, as long as there is a back seat
equipped with a seat belt and not occupied by other children under eight years of age.
4. Children ages eight to eighteen must ride secured in a seat belt or child safety seat
(belt positioning system).
Violation of this new law can result in a fine of $25.00 and court costs of $48.00 for a total of
$73.00.
Moral of the story is to secure the little ones!

Where should I place carbon monoxide detectors in my home?

Since we are most vulnerable to the effects of carbon monoxide

poisoning while we sleep, it is important to place alarms near your
family’s bedrooms. If you only have one CO alarm, place it as close
to everyone’s sleeping area as possible.

Ideally, you should have carbon monoxide detectors placed

throughout your home, as you do smoke alarms. You should place
a CO detector in each major area of your home: in the kitchen, in
your living/dining room, in your bedrooms, and the office. If you have children or elderly family members living with you, provide extra protection near their rooms. If you live in a multi-story home, be
sure to place at least one carbon monoxide detector on each level. They should be installed at knee
level where we breathe, in a chair, or on a couch or sofa, or in our
beds while sleeping.

If your furnace is located in the basement, be sure to place a CO
detector there, as well. Likewise, if you have a gas clothes dryer,
put an alarm in the laundry room. Place one in the garage, if you
park your cars there. Wherever you have a solid fuel-fired appliance; HVAC, water heater – anything that could produce carbon
monoxide – you should also have a CO alarm.

The South Sioux City Fire Department, Rental Inspection Division inspects rental properties on an
annual basis and look for these detection units where applicable. Assuring the occupants is properly
protected from the dangers of Carbon Monoxide buildup and potential poisoning.

