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Quality of Life...
A Cardinal Rule
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Siouxland Returns to the Top in Economic

Development

Ranks #1 in the Nation for Economic Development in Population Category
SIOUX CITY (Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota) — The Sioux City Metropolitan
Statistical Area (MSA), also known as the Siouxland tri-state region, has returned to
the top spot in the nation for economic development performance for populations
under 200,000 for calendar year 2025.

According to results released by Site Selection magazine today, the Siouxland MSA
earned the top national ranking in its population category for January through
December 2025. According to local economic development officials, this recognition
marks the 12w time the Siouxland metro has led the United States in economic
development in this population category since initially ranking first in the nation back
in 2007.

Adam Bruns, who serves as Editor in Chief at Site Selection magazine, traveled from
Atlanta to Siouxland to share the news. Said Bruns, “If there’s one thing I've learned
from our project tracking over the decades, it’s that facility investment by
Siouxland-area employers flows as steady and strong as the Missouri River.” Bruns
continued, “The states, counties, and municipalities the region touches may have
different policies, regulations, and incentives, but their collective outlook is uniformly
focused on getting things done.”

At a morning meeting and press conference
attended by Siouxland business, political, and
community leaders in South Sioux City,
Nebraska, Bruns presented the prestigious |
award and recognition to Nebraska
Governor Jim Pillen. This is the first time
Governor Pillen has accepted the award
on behalf of the Siouxland metro.
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APRIL PUBLIC MEETINGS

-

City Hall Council Chambers— 1615 1st Avenue

~

Parks & Recreation Office — 1021 E 6™ Street

City Council Meeting*: 13th & 27th at 5:00 p.m.
Community Development Agency: 14th & 28th at 11:00 a.m.
Finance Committee*: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th at Noon

Parks & Recreation Board:

6th at 5:15 p.m.

South Sioux City Library — 2121 Dakota Avenue

Public Works Committee*: 6th & 20th at 5:00p.m.
Design Commission: 2nd & 16th at 8:30 a.m.

Library Board:

1st at 5:30 p.m.

Planning & Zoning Commission: 8th & 22nd at 4:00 p.m.

-

*Meetings are Broadcast Live on Cable One Channel 57
Sparklight Channel 3 and live video streamed on city
website www.southsiouxcity.org



http://www.southsiouxcity.org

Benefits of investing in opportunity zones

Opportunity Zones offer tax benefits to investors who elect to temporarily defer tax on capital gains if they timely invest
those gain amounts in a Qualified Opportunity Fund (QOF). Investors can defer tax on the invested gain amounts until
there is an event that reduces or terminates the qualifying investment in the QOF (an "inclusion event"), or December 31,
2026, whichever is earlier.

The length of time the taxpayer holds the QOF investment determines the tax benefits they receive.

o Iftheinvestor holds the QOF investment for at least five years, the basis of the QOF investment increases to
10% of the deferred gain.

o Iftheinvestor holds the QOF investment for at least seven years, the basis of the QOF investment increases
to 15% of the deferred gain.

o Iftheinvestor holds the investment in the QOF for at least 10 years, the investor is eligible to elect to adjust
the basis of the QOF investment to its fair market value on the date that the QOF investment is sold or ex-
changed.

Deferral of eligible gain

Gains that may be deferred are called "eligible gains." They include both capital gains and qualified 1231 gains, but only
gains that would be recognized for federal income tax purposes before January 1, 2027, and that aren't from a transaction
with a related person. To obtain this deferral, the amount of the eligible gain must be timely invested in a QOF in exchange
for an equity interest in the QOF (qualifying investment). Once this is done, taxpayers may make an election to defer the
gain on their federal income tax return for the taxable year in which the gain would have been recognized if they had not
deferred it.

Taxpayers may make an election to defer the gain, in whole or in part. For additional information, see How To Report an
Election To Defer Tax on Eligible Gain Invested in a QOF in the Form 8949 instructions.

Investor reporting requirements

Those who held a qualifying investment in a QOF at any point during the tax year must file Form 8997 with their timely
filed federal tax return (including extensions). Failure to file the form will result in a rebuttable presumption of an inclu-
sion event that terminates the qualifying investment in a QOF.

Qualified Opportunity Funds

A QOF is an investment vehicle that files either a partnership or corporate federal income tax return and is organized for
the purpose of investing in QOZ property. To become a QOF, an eligible corporation or partnership self-certifies by filing
Form 8996 with its timely filed federal income tax return (including extensions). A QOF must hold at least 90% of its as-
sets, measured on two annual testing dates, in qualified opportunity zone property, or pay a monthly penalty for every
month it is out of compliance. Further, the eligible entity that elected or is electing to be a QOF must file a complet-

ed Form 8996 annually with their timely filed federal tax return (including extensions) to report that the QOF meets the
90% investment standard or to figure the penalty if it fails to meet the investment standard. This is required even in years
the corporation or partnership has no taxable income. See Form 8996 instructions. An LLC that chooses to be treated ei-
ther as a partnership or corporation for federal income tax purposes can organize as a QOF.

Qualified Opportunity Zone property

QOZ property is a QOF's qualifying ownership interest in a corporation or partnership that operates a QOZ business in a
QOZ or certain tangible property of the QOF that is used in a business in the QOZ. To be a qualifying ownership interest
in a corporation or partnership,

1. the interest must be acquired after December 31, 2017,
solely in exchange for cash;

2. he corporation or partnership must be a QOZ

business; and

rrrrrrrrrr

3. for 90% of the holding period of that interest, the cor- ; A
poration or partnership was a QOZ business. ‘

See Form 8996 instructions.
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https://www.irs.gov/instructions/i8949
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-8997
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-8996
https://www.irs.gov/instructions/i8996
https://www.irs.gov/instructions/i8996

BEFORE THE SIRENS: CALL FIRST, CALL FAST!

By: Doug Koopman, Fire Chief

Your morning started off like any other.

The alarm went off. You rolled out of bed, already thinking about the day ahead, and stepped into the shower to wake up.
But somewhere between the steam and the steady rhythm of the water, something didn’t feel right. A wave of nausea crept
in. There was a strange sensation in your chest—not exactly pain, just... wrong. You tried to ignore it.

After you got out and began getting dressed, the feeling didn’t fade. Instead, you noticed you were a little short of breath.
Simple movements felt harder than they should. Then came the stiffness in your left jaw. Your left arm felt tight and heavy.
The pressure in your chest slowly intensified.

Now you were concerned.

What should you do?

Call 911 Immediately.

It’s a phrase first responders hear every day and far too often. When they ask patients, “When did this start?” the answer is
usually the same: “About four or five hours ago. I was hoping it would go away.”

And then comes the moment when the cardiac monitor is attached. The room changes. The tone changes. Someone says the

words: “You’re having a heart attack.” A routine call instantly shifts from one mile per hour to one hundred.

I know this because that’s exactly how my morning began on December 16, 2024.

My symptoms started just after a workout when I was in the shower. By the time I got to work thirty minutes later, I had
convinced myself it was just gas. If I could just burp, I’d feel better. I actually remember thinking that.

So, I burped.

And I did not feel better.

That’s when a memory surfaced—one [ wish I didn’t have. Years earlier, my dad had called me from the side of a highway
in Arizona. He was on a road trip and had pulled over because he didn’t feel right. As we talked, he kept saying, “I just need
to burp and I’ll feel better.”

Just like me.

But he had already called 911. I remember telling him he was probably having a heart attack and to hang tight until the am-
bulance arrived. Later, a highway patrol officer called to tell me they had to shock him. A helicopter landed. He was flown to
Scottsdale.

He passed away during that flight.

Standing there at work, feeling that same pressure in my chest, remembering his words, I knew I couldn’t brush this off.

Two paramedics were just down the hall. [ walked to them and said, “I’m not feeling good. I need to be put on the monitor.”

Within moments, they showed me the rhythm strip. I didn’t need anyone to interpret it for me—I could see it myself.
I was having a heart attack.
Suddenly, everything accelerated. The caregiver became the patient. [ was swallowing medications, feeling the sting of nee-
dles, hearing rapid instructions, being moved quickly and in minutes, I was in the emergency department.
The doctor took one look at my heart rhythm and said it was time to go to the Cath lab.
They found two blocked arteries.
Two stents were placed, restoring blood flow less than ninety minutes from the onset of my symptoms. Because I acted
quickly—because I didn’t wait—there was no permanent damage.
That morning could have ended very differently.
Pt.1



pt2 Heart disease is the #1 killer of individuals ages 40-90 and her So,
what are the typical or classic signs of a heart attack?

Chest pain or pressure, often radiating to the jaw or left arm

Shortness of breath

Profuse sweating

Palpitations or fluttering in the chest

Unusual fatigue

Nausea or vomiting
Women often present with atypical symptoms, which can include:

Fatigue

Nausea

Shortness of breath

Jaw or back pain
It’s important to remember that heart attack symptoms can be gradual,
mild, or intermittent. Many people dismiss these warning signs as
stress, acid reflux, or even the flu—but these can be serious signals your
heart is in danger.
This is what we want to remind everyone about: if you suspect that you,
a family member, friend, or someone nearby is experiencing a medi-
cal emergency, CALL FIRST, CALL FAST. No one will ever embar-
rass you for calling 911. We hear this excuse all the time, “it cost to
much”. There is never a charge for the fire department to come out to
check you out. It is true that if you are transported, there is a bill associat-
ed with the transport, but never for just coming out to check you out.
If, after evaluation, it turns out there is nothing wrong, or you choose not

to go by ambulance, our staff will discuss your options with you.

It is always better to be safe than sorry.

From the South Sioux City Fire Department family to yours, we are
always here for you.

National Prescription Take Back Day

Reminder that we have placed a Drug Box in the
front lobby of the Law Enforcement Center at 701
W 29th Street. If you have unwanted drugs or
medications, we would urge you to drop them off
at the LEC in our Drug Box. The LEC’s front
lobby hours are from 8:00 am to 4:00 p.m.
Monday thru Friday, except holidays. On April
25th, 2026 from 10am-2pm DEA will coordinate a
collaborative effort with state and local law
enforcement agencies focused on removing
potentially dangerous controlled substances from
our nation’s medicine cabinets. DEA will collect
vape pens or other e-cigarette devices from
individual consumers only after batteries are
removed from the devices.

This year there will be two collection locations in
South Sioux City. The Law Enforcement Center
701 W 29th Street and Hy-Vee 2501 Cornhusker
Drive. Both locations will be available April 25th,
2026 from 10amto 2pm. Items that cam be
collected are prescription drugs, prescription
patches and other G
ointments, over the

6“‘)‘“_
vitamins, and sample. } o

counter medications,
t o‘m““ﬁ@

Save the Date
DEATakeBack.com

FAIR HOUSING MONTH TRIVIA — TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE!

April is Fair Housing Month, commemorating the passage of the Fair Housing Act of 1968, which protects people from
discrimination when renting, buying, or securing housing. Take a moment to test your knowledge of fair housing rights!

1. What is the purpose of the Fair Housing Act
A. To regulate rent prices

B. To prevent discrimination in housing

C. To provide loans for homebuyers

D. To build affordable housing

A. True
B. False

2. Which of the following is illegal under the Fair Housing Act? 1.

A. Refusing to rent to someone because of their race or national origin 2.

B. Asking for a rental deposit 3.

C. Checking a renter’s credit history 4.

D. Requiring a lease agreement 5.
6. A —True

3. Which of the following groups are protected under federal Fair

Housing laws?

A. Race

B. Religion

C. Disability

D. Familial status (having children under 18)

6. True or False:
People with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations (such as a service
animal or accessible parking) from a housing provider

ANSWERS

B — To prevent discrimination in housing

A — Refusing to rent based on race or national origin is illegal
E — All of the above

B — False. Discrimination based on familial status is prohibited.
B — Report discrimination to HUD or a fair housing agency

LEARN MORE ABOUT FAIR HOUSING

If you believe you have experienced housing discrimination or would like more infor-
mation about your rights, visit:

E. All of the above

4. True or False:

Landlords can advertise a property as “adults only” if they prefer not
to rent to families with children.

A. True

B. False

5. What should you do if you believe you have experienced housing
discrimination?

A. Ignore it

B. Report it to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) or a local fair housing agency

C. Move to another property

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
www.hud.gov/fairhousing
Phone: 1-800-669-9777

You can also contact the City of South Sioux City for local resources and information.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK
NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH
“Listen, Act, Advocate. Protect victims, Serve Communities”
April 19-25th, 2026 National Crime Victims Rights Week

The office for Victims of Crime (OVC) helps lead communities throughout the coun-
try in their annual observance of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW)
every April by promoting victims’ rights, and honoring crime victims and those who
advocate on their behalf. This years National Crime Victims' Rights week will be
held April 19-25, and the theme-Listen, Act, Advocate, protect Victims, Serve Com-
munities-this theme highlights the need for intentional action, advocacy, and listen-
ing to support survivors and strengthen communities. NCVRW honors and cele-
brates the achievements of the past thirty years in securing rights, protections, and
services for victims. The Victims of Crime Act (VOCA), passed congress in 1984,
created a national fund to ease victims’ suffering. Financed by fines and penalties
paid by offenders, the Crime Victims Fund supports victim assistance and services
such as Dakota County Victims Assistance Program, rape crisis and domestic vio-
lence programs and victim compensation programs that pay victims’ out-of-pocket
expenses such as counseling, funeral expenses, and lost wages. VOCA has also
pioneered support efforts for victims of once-hidden crimes such as domestic and
sexual violence. Efforts are being made to ensure that all victims, regardless of
their background or the crime committed against them, receive the support they
deserve.
“If victims are to trust that the criminal justice system will work for them, we must
meet them where they are-physically, culturally, and emotionally,” Said Joyce E
Frost, Director, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC), U.S. Department of Justice.
“When we take the time to focus on the victim in the aftermath of crime-to address
their needs for safety and justice— we can begin to build trust and restore the hope
of those victims and their communities. We all play a role in helping victims as they
rebuild their lives”
For additional information on crime victim services, please contact Dakota County
Victim Assistance Program at 402.494.7550, dcvap@southsiouxcity.org, or Face-
book: Dakota County Victim Assistance Program. For additional ideas on how to
support victims of crime, visit the Office for Victims of Crime website,

WWW.0VC.Z0V
Submitted by Dakota County Victim Assistance Program

Arbor Day: A Celebration of Trees and
Community

Arbor Day is a special holiday dedicated to planting
and nurturing trees, reminding us of the vital role they
play in our environment and daily lives. In the Unit-
ed States, it is traditionally observed on the last Fri-
day in April, though some states adjust the date to suit
their local climate.

The holiday began in Nebraska in 1872, thanks to the
efforts of J. Sterlin Morton, who encouraged commu-
nities to plant trees for shade, windbreaks, and beau-
ty. That first Arbor Day saw more than a million trees
planted across the state. By 1885, it became a legal
holiday in Nebraska, and tradition quickly spread
nationwide and even internationally.

Today, Arbor Day is celebrated through tree-planting
events, educational programs, and community
gatherings. Many People plant trees in honor or
memory of loved ones, creating living legacies that
benefit future generations, Beyond its symbolism,
Arbor Day serves as a reminder that caring for trees
means caring for the planet-improving air quality,
conserving water, and supporting wildlife. It’s more
than just a day on the calendar-it’s a call to action for

a greener, healthier world.
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SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS CORNER
by Dr. Rony Ortega
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