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 A meeting of the City Council of the City of South Sioux City, Nebraska, was held at the South Sioux 
City Council Chambers, 1615 1st Avenue in said City on the 13th day July of 2026, at 5:00 P.M.  
 
 

Present: Mayor Rod Koch and Council Members: Jasper Kriens, James Gunsolley, Dan Bousquet, Ben Schultz, 
Monty Peters, Randy Meyer, Mahamud Osman and Yahaira Schultz.    
 
 

Absent:  None.    
 
 

Media in attendance: Dakota County Star.  Notice of the proceeding was given in advance thereof by 
advertising in the Dakota County Star and Mundo Latino on June 18th and 19th, 2026.  Notice of the 
proceedings was given to the Mayor and all members of the Council and a copy of their acknowledgement of 
receipt of notice and the agenda is attached to these minutes. Availability of the agenda was communicated 
in advance notice to the Media, Mayor and Council of this proceeding and was open to the attendance of the 
public. 
 

 Mayor Koch, stated that a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted on the north wall in the rear 
of the Council Chambers and is available for review by citizens in attendance.  
 
B. Schultz motioned, seconded by Kriens to approve the following items on the consent agenda – removing 
the Library Animal Policy from the consent agenda: 

MINUTES: Council – June 22nd, 2026; Public Works – July 6th, 2026; Finance – July 8th, 2026; Library Advisory Board - 
July 1st, 2026 

CLAIMS:   

National PFAS Water Settlement – due July 31, 2026  

Treasurer’s Report – ending June 30th, 2026  

New Stage Players lease agreement – 3-year lease  

Engagement agreement with Parr & Ibarra (IRC 48 energy tax investment credit submission)  

Program 305 Agreement; between the Nebraska Department of Transportation and the City of South Sioux City (Public 
Transportation System) 

Approval of bids for BPI Lift Station Submersible Pump.  Only bidder: Electric Pump at $178,359.00  

Generator for Foundry Lift Station - Metro Electric - $55,000.00  

Police Officers Association Agreement for October 1, 2025, thru September 30th, 2027 

Safe Streets – Complete Streets Advisory Panel.   

Annual Report on this per Ordinance 2011-15.  City Administrator stated that the Public Works Committee is the 
advisory committee for complete streets passed on 2011.  A new Bicycle path is to be constructed in 2027 
connecting the existing trail system 

1. Additional bike paths are being considered 
2.  Bicycle counters provide data on the numbers of users conducted by SIMPCO. 
3. Electric vehicle chargers have been placed in convenient locations for motorists.  
4. An expanded street with ordinance has passed by the city council to improve safety for motorists  and 

bicycle users. 
5. City has again received recognition as the first dog friendly community in the state.  
6. Traffic accidents are received annually 
7. Pedestrian accidents are received annually 
8. Dakota Avenue pedestrian crossing review is expected in 2027   

INVOICES: 
o JEO: $1,591.00: East 25th Street Water Main; $5,090.00; Drainage Improvements; $721.25: Flood Repair and 

Mitigation Strategies 
o RP CONSTRUCTORS; $235,312.88 – Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Project - Application 10 
o RP CONSTRUCTORS - $939,283.00.  Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion – Application 11 
o WEST BRANCH - $1,288,717.40; Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion – Application 11 
o OLSSON: $3,270.00 – Scenic Park NEMA Storm Safe Room; $3,887.00 – Timberline Lift Station Replacement 
o A & F CONSTRUCTION - $59,657.98.  Concrete work on roads  
o SUBSURFCO: $74,440.18 – Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion.  Application 6 - FINAL 

o Change Order Number 1: 
o Original contract price: $739,289.65 
o Net change for this Change Order: $9,324.35 
o Contract price incorporating the change order: $748,614.00 

JEO – Flood Repair Projects 
OBAN CONSTRUCTION –  

Boat Ramp Area Improvements along the Missouri River at the boat ramp located on City Park Road 
o Balancing Change Order for Final Payment #2 

o Change order amount: -$5,259.06 
o Revised project Amount: $154,405.64 

o Payment number 3 - $7,720.28 
o Certificate of Substantial Completion – Boat Ramp Improvements 

NORTH RIDGE EXCAVATING 
Campground Improvements at the Scenic Park RV Campground along the Missouri River 

o Balancing Change Order for Final Payment #2 
o Awarded project amount: $636,041.50 
o Change order amount: -$83,543.85 
o Revised project Amount: $552,497.65 

o Payment number 4 - $27,624.88 
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o Certificate of Substantial Completion – Campground Improvements at the Scenic Park RV Campground 

STEVE HARRIS CONSTRUCTION 
Soccer & Baseball field repair along the Missouri River at the Jeffrey Dibble Soccer Complex 

o Balancing Change Order -3 for Final Payment  
o Awarded project amount: $2,152,688.22 
o Change order amount: -$48,808.74 
o Revised project Amount: $2,103,879.48 

o Payment number 4 - $238,260.47 
o Certificate of Substantial Completion –Soccer & Baseball field repair along the Missouri River at the 

Jeffrey Dibble Soccer Complex 
NORTH RIDGE EXCAVATING 

       Drainage Structure Outfall Repairs at multiple locations along the Missouri River, near the city park  
o Balancing Change Order 3 - for Final Payment  

o Awarded project amount: $180,754.40 
o Change order amount: -$7,110.94 
o Revised project Amount: $173,643.46 

o Payment number 3 - $8,682.17 
o Certificate of Substantial Completion – Drainage Structure Outfall Repairs at multiple locations along 

the Missouri River, near the city park 
Certificate of Substantial Completion Seeding Warranty 

 

Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer.  Voting No: none 
 

Meyer motioned to accept the bid from Dostal Construction for the Freedom Park Pour-in-Place project in the 
amount of $112,250, seconded by Gunsolley.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. 
Schultz, Meyer.  Voting No: none 
 

B. Schultz motioned approval of the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund Program (NAHTF) Owner-
Occupied Rehabilitation Program Housing Management Contract with SIMPCO for 25TFHO38024, seconded 
by Bousquet.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer.  Voting No: none 
 
At 5:04 p.m. Mohamud Osman joined the meeting. 
 
Engineers from JEO Consulting Group and Olsson were present to give updates and to answer any question 
on various projects in the city.  No Action taken. 
 
Sworn in Police Officer Aibor Huerto – Congratulations! 
 
Mike Carnes, owner of the Dakota County Star, stated that he had a chance to get the old newspapers starting 
back from 1890 when they were published in Homer, NE.  No action required. 
 
At 6:59 p.m. Mayor Koch opened the PUBLIC HEARING regarding conditional use permit request 615 Old 
Highway 20 submitted by Trever Cole to operate a tire recycling operation with outside storage of tires, in an 
area approximately 90’ x 50’, with shipping containers arranged to define the area and screen the tires from 
public rights-of-way.  To speak in favor of conditional use permit was Lou Franco, there was no one in 
opposition to.   At 7:07 p.m., Mayor Koch declared the hearing closed. 
 
Meyer motioned, seconded by Peters to approve the following Resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2026.13 Approval of Conditional Use Permit  
615 Old Highway 20 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR TREVOR COLE TO PERMIT THE 
OPERATION OF A TIRE RECYCLING OPERATION WITH OUTSIDE TIRE STORAGE, REQUIRING THE USE OF 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS TO DEFINE THE STORAGE AREA AND SCREEN STORED TIRES FROM PUBLIC 
RIGHT-OF-WAY VIEW, ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 615 OLD HIGHWAY 20, SOUTH SIOUX CITY, DAKOTA 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA. 

Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer and Osman.  Voting No: none 
 
Resolution 2026.14 – Denial of Conditional Use Permit for 615 Old Highway 20 was not used as conditional 
use permit was approved. 
 
At 5:16 p.m. Mayor Koch opened the PUBLIC HEARING regarding conditional use permit request for 1600 E 
Avenue submitted by Martin & Janice Hohenstein to allow installation of a private rail line spur, sand extraction 
and aggregate material handling and storage in an Agricultural Transitional District (AGT).  
Talking in favor and giving information on the reason for a conditional use permit was: Economic Development 
Director Oscar Gomez, Martin Hohenstein (owner of the land) and Chris Winkel representative from Knife River. 
To speak in opposition to the conditional use permit for 1600 E Street: 

• Juan Torres 

• Kent Tramp 

• Roy Tramp 

• Alexander Dreszen 

• Brad Larvick 

• Justin Pearson 

• Tammy Christman 

• Kevin Thomplin 

• Gregg Baker 

• Bernie Drieling 

• Lou Franco 

• Megan Tramp 
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To speak neutral or to ask a question: Larry Albenesius and Rodney Harris        
 

• Oscar Gomez clarified zoning boundaries and the rationale for the conditional use permit. 

• It was explained that certain operations could proceed without council approval if confined to M2-zone land. 

• Marty, the landowner, described the property’s history and rationale for seeking a conditional use permit instead of 
rezoning. 

• Concerns about dust, light pollution, and safety were acknowledged, with anecdotal evidence from nearby residents. 

• Discussions with Knife River led to the proposal of a new access road to address safety and traffic concerns. 

• Knife River outlined the site layout, emphasizing reduced truck traffic by shifting aggregate delivery to rail. 

• Operational details included four trains per month, Monday-Friday work schedule, and seasonal activity. 

• Aggregate stockpiles would be located away from residential areas, with natural buffers planned. 

• Truck volumes were estimated at 50-60 per day during peak season, dropping in winter. 

• Safety measures such as truck cameras and restricted truck access on the new road were discussed. 

• Supporters cited economic benefits, lower aggregate prices, and improved emergency access. 

• Neutral parties raised questions about road design, dust control, and the inclusion of a bike path. 

• Opponents expressed concerns about air and water pollution, referencing studies and past incidents involving Knife River. 

• Potential impacts on property values, wildlife, and quality of life were highlighted. 

• Alternative site suggestions and calls for more comprehensive environmental review were made. 

• Technical questions addressed truck sizes, train lengths, and operational logistics. 

• Environmental risks such as groundwater contamination and dust dispersion were debated. 

• The council was urged to weigh economic development against resident well-being and environmental safety. 

• A suggestion was made to consider the Interstate Speedway property as an alternative site. 

• The request is for a conditional use permit, not rezoning, allowing specific aggregate operations in an agricultural 
transitional district. 

• Operations on M2-zoned land can proceed without council approval, but expansion into transitional zones requires explicit 
permission. 

• The council’s ability to set enforceable conditions, such as requiring a new access road, is central to the permit’s structure. 

• Clear communication of zoning boundaries and operational limits is critical to community understanding and acceptance. 

• Residents voiced strong concerns about dust, air quality, and potential groundwater contamination from aggregate storage 
and handling. 

• References to studies and past legal actions against Knife River highlighted fears of toxins, heavy metals, and well water 
degradation. 

• The proximity of homes and reliance on well water amplify the perceived risks, with calls for more robust environmental 
safeguards. 

• Suggestions included natural buffers, tree planting, and strict monitoring of dust and runoff. 
The proposal includes a new access road to improve emergency egress and reduce congestion at key intersections. 

• Design features aim to discourage heavy truck use on the new road, reserving it for residents and light vehicles. 

• Concerns remain about increased truck volumes (50-60 per day), train crossings, and the safety of existing intersections. 

• Ongoing coordination with the Department of Transportation for corridor studies and potential traffic light installation is 
planned 

• Proponents argue the facility will lower aggregate prices, support local construction, and bring economic benefits. 

• Opponents stress the potential decline in property values, loss of rural character, and negative impacts on wildlife and 
recreation. 

• The debate reflects a broader tension between industrial growth and preserving community well-being. 
 

At 6:36 p.m., Mayor Koch declared the hearing closed. 
 
Meyer motioned, seconded by Kriens to approve the following Resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2026.15 
Approving Conditional Use Permit – 1600 E Avenue 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR MARTIN AND JANICE HOHENSTEIN TO 
ALLOW THE INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF A PRIVATE RAIL SPUR, SAND EXTRACTION, AGGREGATE 
MATERIAL HANDLING, AGGREGATE MATERIAL STORAGE, AGGREGATE LOADING AND UNLOADING, 
TRANSPORTATION ACTIVITIES, AND RELATED ACCESSORY RAILROAD IMPROVEMENTS UPON CERTAIN 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1600 EAST AVENUE, SOUTH SIOUX CITY, DAKOTA COUNTY, NEBRASKA. 

Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer.  Voting No: Osman 
 
Resolution 2026.16 - Denying Conditional Use Permit –for1600 E Avenue was not used as conditional use 
permit was approved. 
 
B. Schultz motioned, seconded by Osman to approve the following Resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2026.17 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH SIOUX CITY, DAKOTA 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AUTHORIZING A ONE-TIME PUBLIC PURPOSE CONTRIBUTION TO THE DAKOTA 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY TO OFFSET A PORTION OF CERTAIN UNANTICIPATED WATER 
SERVICE COST INCREASES. 

Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer and Osman.  Voting No: none 
 
The City Attorney read the following Ordinance: 

ORDINANCE 2026.11 - Rezoning of 219 West 27th Street 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING AN AREA WITHIN THE CITY OF SOUTH SIOUX CITY, DAKOTA COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA LOCATED ON WEST 27th STREET FROM C-3 COMMERCIAL TO R-2B RESIDENTIAL 

Kriens motioned approval of Ordinance 2026.11 on its second reading, seconded by Gunsolley.  Voting Aye: 
B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer and Osman.  Voting No: none 
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No discussion or updates from any department head 
 
Information only on agreement between South Sioux City School and the City of South Sioux City on Klasey 
Park.  Still waiting on an agreement to be finalized. 
 
B. Schultz motioned to approve Michael Keating and Angie Masters for the Citizen Advisory Board, seconded 
by Meyer.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer and Osman.  Voting 
No: none 
 
Meyer motioned approval of bid for East 25th Street Water Main install by Steve Harris Construction at 
$166,837.96, seconded by Osman.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, 
Meyer and Osman.  Voting No: none 
 
Peters motioned, seconded by Bousquet approval of Notice of Award – Steve Harris Construction for East 25th 
Street Water Main.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer and Osman.  
Voting No: none 
 
Meyer motioned approval of professional services / Consultant Agreement with JEO for West 13th Street 
Improvements, seconded by Y. Schultz.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, 
Meyer and Osman.  Voting No: none 
 
Being no further business at 7:31 p.m., B. Schultz motioned, seconded by Y. Schultz to adjourn the meeting.  
Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley, Bousquet, Kriens, Peters, Y. Schultz, Meyer and Osman.  Voting No: none 
 

These minutes are subject to city council approval. 
 
A copy of the minutes in their entirety is available at City Hall, 1615 1st Avenue., Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. and the City’s website at www.southsiouxcity.org  

      Nanci Walsh – City Clerk 

 

http://www.southsiouxcity.org/

