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Members’ Present: Dan Bousquet, Jim Gunsolley and Ben Schultz 

Absent:   Jasper Kriens 

Media in attendance: None. 
 

Jasper Kriens stated that a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted on the north wall in the rear of the 

Council Chambers and is available for review by all citizens in attendance.  

The agenda of all meetings is kept continuously current and available for public inspection at City Hall during 

normal business hours (NE 84-1411). The City of South Sioux City reserves the right to adjust the order of items on 

this agenda if necessary and may elect to take action on or go into closed session on any of the items listed (NE 84-

1410). 

Bousquet motioned, seconded by Gunsolley to excuse Kriens from the meeting, Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley 
and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 
 

FINANCE 
 

Utility Appeals.  
Bousquet motioned approval of staff recommended utility appeals, seconded by Gunsolley.  Voting Aye: B. 
Schultz, Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 
 

Point C Health Dental Vision Insurance renewal – starting October 1st.  
Move to next agenda – no action 
 

Discussion / action - 2026 CDBG Downtown Revitalization – Flag Pak (Conceptual design and Numbers) 

Gunsolley motioned, seconded by Bousquet to move forward to Council with No recommendation.  Voting Aye: 
B. Schultz, Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 
 

Treasurer’s Report ending July 31st, 2026 
Gunsolley motioned, seconded by Bousquet to move forward to Council with recommendation Treasurer’s 
Report ending July 31st, 2026.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 
 
Approval of authorization from companies seeking to use LB840 funds on expansion projects:  

Company A - $100,000 
- $7 million dollar expansion  
- 7-10 new jobs  
- This would be 50% as a grant (forgivable loan) and 50% as a 0% interest loan  

 

Company B - $50,000 
- $2 million dollar expansion 

o This includes $1.5 million equipment  
- 5 new jobs  
- This would be a grant (forgivable loan)  

 

Company C - $30,000 
- $300K - $400K expansion  
- 1-3 new jobs  
- This would be a grant (forgivable loan) 

Gunsolley motioned to move forward to Council with recommendation authorization of companies seeking to 
use LB840 funds for expansion, seconded by Bousquet.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting 
No: none 

 
LEISURE  
 

Source for Siouxland:  Safety: Human Trafficking Offenses  
• Concerns about human trafficking in the Siouxland area were discussed, with I-29 cited as a contributing factor. 

• Recent immigrant influx and highway traffic were mentioned as influencing factors. 

• Updates on legislative bills and resolutions were provided, with emphasis on the municipal equalization fund as a 
high-priority issue. 

•  The city’s senator was noted for strong support of chamber issues, and ongoing advocacy was encouraged. 
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Approval of Humvee display at Freedom Park 
Gunsolley motioned to move forward to Council with recommendation Humvees at Freedom Park, seconded 
by Bousquet.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 
 

Information - Special Designated License: 

• Don’s Sports Bar and Grill – Atokad Racetrack –  
o August 29th and 30th, 2026 – 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
o September 5th, 6th and 7th, 2026 – 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 City Clerk Nanci Walsh stated that she had signed off on this as it is coming up.  Information only. 
 

LEGISLATIVE 
 

Legislative Bills. 
 

Information - NECHAMBER – Results for Business – 2026 Annual Report  
• Legislative updates highlighted the municipal equalization fund as a top priority, with ongoing advocacy needed to 

protect city interests. 

• The city’s senator was recognized for strong support of chamber priorities, and staff contributions to legislative 
resolutions were acknowledged 

• Routine administrative approvals and compliance with new legislative requirements were completed without issue 
 

Comments on bills – Staff recommendations and thoughts: - NO action 
o LR 429 – governing bodies of political subdivisions and increasing their own wages.  

I think setting of wages should be based on election cycle.   For example, council could change the wage for 2026 
before the date that you can file for that office (this would have been in late 2025/early 2026) to take effect when 
the new term begins in December 2026.    That gives time to budget for that raise.   Even though some are in the 
middle of the term, it would be for all.    
o I don’t think increasing council/mayor salaries has been a big issue here. 

 

o LR 445 Good Life District Sales Tax.   I don’t have anything on this one.   It seems like the legislature may not have 
thought thru the impact when passed in 2024 and then changed their mind in 2025.  Currently the Good life District 
doesn’t affect the local, however, with them studying changes, there is a need to be sure to preserve the local sales 
tax for the purposes voted on by local taxpayers.    
 

o LR 461 examining Nebraska’s highway funding structure.     The highway allocation SSC gets is significant to 
maintaining our streets and used in conjunction with  our sales tax funds, grants and the buy back program (not 
sure of the technical name) has been adequate.   Loss of any of this revenue would have a serious impact on our 
projects.    With more electric vehicles using Nebraska roads and city streets, is there a way to tax only the 
electricity used to charge the electric vehicles as other vehicles pay through gas tax.     I am sure someone has 
already had this idea, it is just difficult to implement.  Support increasing taxes on electric and cross fueled 
vehicles. 
 

o LR 473 – county wide sales tax.   League opposes 
 

o LR 474 Municipal Equalization fund - If cities are eliminated by population, it should be a higher population maybe 
25,000-30,000.   MEF currently is projected at $913,000 for us for the current year.     (has been as high as 1 
million).    If the goal is to reduce property taxes, need to find a way to adjust the formula so that when the levy is 
reduced the cut isn’t so big the following year so that cities could step down gradually.  For example one year we 
reduced SSC levy, the next year our MEF was reduced by approximately 25% (about $250,000) the next year which 
meant that had to be made up with property taxes.  It ends up being a yo-yo if you reduce one year.    If the goal is 
to eliminate MEF, then a gradual reduction would be easier.   The loss of MEF coupled with the lid could have serious 
implications to funding public safety which is the largest portion of our property and sales tax expenditures. TOP 
PRIORITY FOR OUR CITY  
 

o LR 506   public funds, holding and investing.    First, I am surprised that we haven’t seen some type of survey asking 
us where we are holding/investing funds currently as that is one of the things that were requested in the 
resolution.    I think we have some very good options currently by working both with our local banks and with NPAIT 
and NFIT.      I would want those to remain as options.     

 

MISCELLANEOUS AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Approval of Siouxland Freedom Park MOU and Cooperative Development Agreement  
Bousquet motioned to postpone Siouxland Freedom Park MOU and Cooperative Development agreement, 
seconded by Gunsolley.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 
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Approval of first amendment to Police Plan – LB743  
Gunsolley motioned to move forward with recommendation to Council approval of first amendment to Police 
Plan LB743, seconded by Bousquet.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Gunsolley motioned to adjourn the meeting at 12:35 p.m., seconded by Bousquet.  Voting Aye: B. Schultz, 
Gunsolley and Bousquet.  Voting No: none 


